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Realize that there are many 
more 
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If you would like to receive an 
e_mail copy of this newsletter in 
color, please send your e-mail 
address and your request to Sec-
retary Fred Hale 
 

Presidents Message 

Here it is December already. 
Where has the time gone? 
 
It seems that the autumn colors 
lasted longer than usual, and  the 
leaves stayed on the trees longer 
this year. 
 
We had about four inches of snow 
on the ground for Thanksgiving 
Day  in New Hampshire, but it did 
not last long as it was warm and 
rainy right afterward.  I guess part 
of the country had quite a bit more 
than that though. 
 
How many of you have looked  at  
Hale Family Website?  It is a lot of 
work, and Bob has been doing a 
great job with it.  It has our news-
letters and other information avail-
able to anyone wishing to view it.  
The address  is:  halefamilyasso-
ciation.com 
 
I am sure that Fred would appreci-
ate news from any of you about 
what is happening in your area.  
News from the various areas of 
would be of interest to other mem-
bers. 
 It has been a busy fall 
season for me this year. I am still 
working five days a week and try-
ing to keep up with things around 
home.  I was going to try and take 
some pictures of the 
monuments of some of the Hales 
in the area, but it seems as though 
each time I tried to it was bad  

weather, or something “ important”  
came up.  I want to see if I can get the 
photo of Joseph Hale, if possible, for 
the next letter. 
 
I want to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year, and 
good health for the coming 2006. 
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www.halefamilyassociation.com 

Secretar ies musings 

As we begin another year, I think of 
the family related stories that we 
have used over the years, and realize 
that there are many more that are 
still unshared.������ �� ����� ����� ����� ��� 
 
Now for  some stor ies 
 
I have been looking at our local area 
newspapers, and have been saving 
articles that relate to our families. 
Three of our Hale Family traditions 
began here in the Mass Bay area. 
Here are a few items that may be of 
interest: 
Our ancestors, Robert, Thomas and 
Samuel, all started in the Mass Bay 
area in the 1630’s, and have been 
intertwined since. We need to know 
all three families to be able to trace 
any individual branch. 
This confusion has been around 
since the 1650’s, and there have 
been numerous instances where 
families thought that they were re-
lated to an individual, and found out 
later that that a particular Hale was 
from another branch. 
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 I wrote in an earlier newsletter, that 
at one time, when Edward Everett 
Hale was minister in Worcester, 
Ma, he hosted a ceremony to eulo-
gize Col Prescott of Revolutionary 
War fame, believing that Col Pres-
cott’s wife was a member of the 
Robert Hale Family. Several years 
later he found out that Prescott’s 
wife was a descendant of Thomas 
Hale of Newbury.   
I have a copy of a letter from Rich-
ard W. Hale, founder of Hale and 
Dorr, Counselors at Law 60 State 
Street, Boston dated Jan 27, 1938 to 
Miss Katharine P. Loring, who was 
tracing Hale Genealogy for the 
Beverly Historical Society shortly 
after the Society had purchased the 
Hale Farm in Beverly. Richard W. 
Hale states that his ancestor Tho-
mas Hale came to Newbury in the 
mid 1630’s, while Robert Hale 
came to the Boston area in the early 
1630’s, but that they were of no 
kin. Richard said “your lot got Na-
than and Edward Everett, while my 
lot got Sarah Josophia Hale, who 
wrote “Mary had a Little Lamb” , 
and Hannah who married a Dustin, 
and used her hatchet on the necks 
of seven Indians who tried to take 
her to Canada. 
 
Locally, in the Byfield area of the 
Town of Newbury, is a boarding 
school founded in 1763 , when 
Governor Dummer, a Mass Bay 
Governor in the 1720’s donated 
some of his land for the school.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

His Son-in-law, Rev Moses Hale, a descendant of Thomas of Newbury, was 
the first master. The school is in the process of changing its name to Gover-
nors Academy, dropping the “Dummer”  name.  
 
The following is a story that I have heard about since I was a child. Is it fact, 
legend, or fantasy? 
 
In the 1830’s, you could purchase 100 acre lots on the scenic Swift River val-
ley bordering Major Samuel Hale’s Location between Conway and Bartlett 
NH, for $1.05 per 100 acres.  Thomas Russell bought 5 parcels for $5.25 and 
build a house in 1832, on the Banks of the Swift River on what is now the 
Kancamagus Highway, in Albany, NH.  Farming was difficult, the growing 
season was short, not even long enough to grow corn. 
 In 1887, Russell’s granddaughter, Ruth Colbath, inherited the farm,  One day 
in 1891, Thomas Colbath left the house saying, “He would be back in a little 
while.”   His wife never saw him again. She remained in the house, and is said 
to have placed a light in the window each night for the next 39 years until she 
died in 1930, Three years later, Thomas Colbath returned to the house without 
a proper excuse. 
 
The house in on the National Register of Historic Places, and is open to visi-
tors from Memorial Day to the Last week in October 
 
 

 
Some of you might find some points of interest in the following web sites. 
 
www.town.ipswich.ma.us/library/genealogy_IPL.htm  
The page contains a link to the Antiquarian papers of Ipswich, sketches of 
some of the 100 plus houses built before 1800., and full-text wills of early 
Ipswich residents 
 
http://www.findagrave.com   It contains listings for all states, and you can 
search by state, town, family name etc  
Some items from Ipswich: 

 

 
School in 1763 
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Richard Jacobs, who would later 
become  Rev John Hales step-
father, built the first Cart Bridge in 
Ipswich in the 1640’s. Rev Hale’s  
first wife, the stepdaughter of 
Governor Symonds also lived in 
Ipswich. The Choate Bridge is the 
oldest stone-arch bridge in the 
english speaking  United 
States,built in 1764, and is still in 
use on busy Route 1A in Ipswich. 
The bridge is named for John 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Choate , the major proponent of its 
design, and who oversaw the 
construction. Mr Choate must have 
had a few misgivings, for it is said 
that when the opening day 
celebration was being held, he 
watched the festivities from a 
mounted horse, fully prepared to 
flee to Canada if the Bridge failed. 
 
While I am reminssing about this 
historic area, I would like to 
celebrate the anniversary of 
William Lloyd Garrison born in 
Newburyport, Ma. December 9, 
1805, a contempory of Senator John 
Parker Hale, and a prominent figure 
in the anti-slavery movement. He 
was not popular because many 
northerners felt that if the southern 
slaves were freed, they would move 
north and take manufacturing jobs 
away from the locals because they 
would be willing to work for lower 
wages. 
 

 
     Wm. L loyd Garr ison – Boston 
After his death in 1879, statues in 
his honor, were erected in his native                    
Haverhaill, Ma , and Boston, Ma 
Garrison stood for what  was right,  
 

 not caring if it was the popular  choice,more                                       
concerned that it was the correct choice 

 
 
From  1630 when Robert came to the Mass Bay      
area,       to the 1640’s when Rev Hales father-in-
law was building the first cart bridge,  to the first 
boarding school  in 1763, the first stone-arch bridge 
in 1764, to land purchases in 1831 to slevery in 
1860’s and super missing persons in early 1900’s 
your Hale ancestors were there. 

 
 

Some of our  cur rent Association Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Choate Br idge 1880  

Mr. Quincy Abbot 

Mr. David Hale Andrews 

Mr. Laurence Angle 

Ms. Eleanor Forbes Anglin 

Mr. Robert S. Atkinson 

Mr. Timothy C. Averill 

Mr. Margaret V. Axlund 

Mr. & Mrs Sherburne Barber 

Mr. Paul R. Bassett 

Mr. David Besenfelder 

Mr. & Mrs Oliver Brett 

Ms. Jean P. Chapman 

Mr. George R. Conover 

Mrs. Rose C. Daniels 

Ms. Merlyn H. Dixon 

Mr. & Mrs. Newell Flather 

Mr. James G. Gardner Jr. 

Mr. Clinton R. Gilliland 

Mrs. Eleanor H. Grames 

Mr. Arthur E. Hale 

Mr. Bob C. Hale 

Mr. Bruce A. Hale Sr. 

Mr. Christopher C. Hale 

Mr. Fred W. Hale 

Mr. James B. Hale 

Mr. John R. Hale 

Mr. Roger Hale 

Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Debbie Hale 

Mr. Stephen F. Hale 

 

Mrs. Alice Hill 

Ms. Jean Hale Holtz 

Mr. Robert G. Hood 

Mrs. Karen Howland 

Mr. William Henry Ivemey 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Jones 

Ms. Nancy Killiany 

Mr. Truman La France 

Mr. Lloyd King 

Mary Lee Kunze 

Mrs. Catherine L. McCausland 

Mrs. Lucy Hale Macleod 

Mr. William Hale McCormick 

Ms. Harriet B. Paquin 

Mrs. Eloise Peterson 

Mr. Jack Peterson 

Mr. Dean H. Pyers 

Mr. John Raitt 

Mr. &Mrs. Daniel Rose 

Mr. & Mrs. James & Shirley Smith 

Dr. Myron C. Smith 

Ms. Marjorie C. Tanner 

Ms. Marie Upton 

Mrs. William Walega 

Dr. Harry Walen 

Mr. Jonathan H. Woodbury  
Mr. Norman Swanson 

Mr. Stephen C. Hale Jr. 

 

 

Sen. John Parker  Hale  
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The picture above was sent to me by Cousin Lucy McLeod, the caption on the picture says “Hale 
House Los Angeles 1888” .  She is curious about this LA house, and wonders if any of our members 
know anything about it? 
 
Lucy also sent an obituary about a Mr. Richard Hale, a loyal Rutgers fan who died 3/28/2004 at the 
age of 81. He seldom missed a home game, parking at his VIP spot outside the Hale Center. 
Mr Hale was born in Plainfield, NJ attended Metuchen High School, and graduated Rutgers in 1948. 
 
Does anyone know this Mr Richard Hale?  Or what family he was from? 
 
I have tried to check my information regarding Hannah Dustin being a Hale descendent. If Hannah 
was born in 1657 in Haverhill, NH, she had to have been a descendant of Thomas Hale, However, 
none of Thomas’s children married an Emerson, and that was Hannah’s maiden name, and none of 
his grandchildren were born until after 1660. Also none of the Robert or Samuels migrated to this 
area until well after 1657. 
 
 
 
Please add your stories for the next issue coming in March 2006. 


