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Presidents M essage
March 2006

Just a short note for thisissue.
Where has the time gone since the last
newdletter? Spring has arrived.

Theground is bare herein
Conway, looking more like early April
rather than early March. We did not get
much snow here this year, but | guess
other areas made up for it.

Have any of you had any
thoughts for locations for the Associa-
tion gathering in 2007? We had a good
site for the last one, celebrating Nathan's
birthday anniversary.

| hope al are well.

Art

Secr etaries musings

It's March, which must mean that it is
time for another newdletter.

As| was preparing the December
newsletter, in the section where Richard
Hale claimed Hannah Dustin as a family
member, | had afew questions because |
had never seen a connection between
Hannah Dustin and any of the Hales.
There are many later family mergers be-
tween both the Thomas and Robert Hale
descendants

The day after the December
newsdl etter was sent, | spent an afternoon
searching the local archives, various web
sites etc for Hannah's history, and could
not verify that Hannah Dustin was related
to any of our Hale families.

| have afriend named Emerson,
who is aso adirect descendant of General
Putnam of Revolutionarv war fame. and
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was born in the same house as the General.
| asked him if hisfamily history was con-
nected to Hannah's,, and he said that his
ninth generation grandfather was Hannah's
father, and he did not know of any Hale
Dustin connection.

Cousin Clinton Gilliland wrote
about a week after the Newsletter was
published, to say the he was a descendant
of Hannah Dustin’s brother Jonathan, and
that he could not find any connection
between the Emersons of that time and any
of the Hale's.

Thank you cousin Clinton for
reading, and checking the story, and doing
your part to keeping the records straight.

You may remember from the December
2003 newsletter we reported that Sarah
Josephia Hale was very involved in
fundraising and building the Bunker Hill
Monument, that she raised over
$30,000,00 in an eight day period in
September 1840, which inspired a flurry
of activity to complete the monument.

| recently saw an explanation
that must have enticed her to do this
important fundraising..

| am reading Enterprising Elite
The Boston Associates & the world they
made, by Robert F. Danzell, Jr. It cov-
ers many of the local historical families,
including the Cabot’'s and Thorndike’s
of Beverly, The Derby’s and Phillip’s of
Salem, The Lawrence Brothers of Bos-
ton, and Nathan Appleton descendant
of the Ipswich Appleton’s
Danzell reports that Amos Lawrencein
1839 offered to provide $10,000 if $30,000
could be raised from the general public.
A challenge issued and met.




Hale Gravestones

The recently published Images of America Portsmouth Cemeteries by Glenn A. Knoblock (2005) includes mention of Hale
family gravestones that may be of interest to many readers of this newsletter.

Knoblock writes, “A walk among the gravestones provides a tangible link to the past, and one that is immediately accessi-
bleto al”. The North Cemetery of Portsmouth offers me that connection to my ancestor Major Samuel Hale. This bury-
ing ground, established in 1753, is the second oldest in the Port City. Prominent men in the history of Portsmouth, and
New Hampshire also buried here, include: General William Whipple, Revolutionary Officer and signer of the Declaration
of Independence, Governor John Langdon, signer of the Constitution, Captain Thomas Thompson, commander of the Navy
frigate Raleigh and Dr Hall Jackson. Equally interesting, this site is also final resting place for such diverse members of
early Portsmouth history as the first Jewish resident, a member of the first Roman Catholic parish and African-American
daves.

Major Samuel Hale (Robert, 1, Rev. John, 2, Samuel, 3,) was a distinguished educator, Legislative Representative, and
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. In 1771, he was granted by King George |11 over twelve hundred acres still known
today as “Hale's Location”. He and his wife Mary (daughter of Hepibah Seavey and Captain Thomas Wright) both have
distinguished gravestones.

Samuel Treat, the main artist of both these stones is considered Portsmouth’s premier early gravestone craver. He arrived
in Portsmouth by 1807 and apprenticed with Noah Smith, and John Marble. It is believed that Samuel Hale's marker
(@1807) was “carved, at least in part by Samuel Treat, and may have been executed under the guidance of John Marble’.
Mary Hal€'s stone (@1811) is also attributed to Samuel Treat, “while the angel-face motif, both odd and appealing, is a
one-of-a- kind carving in Portsmouth and may have been executed by Noah Smith”. Treat’s style is individualistic with
characteristic lettering and phrasing. This appears to be his focus rather than artwork of urns, willows and floral patterns
that are repeated on each marker.

Additional Hale grave markers in this cemetery include son John's stone (@1796) who died young and unmarried, and a
large box tomb for daughter Mary Sheafe and her family.




Recently, Past President Kenneth Hale who still lives in Portsmouth, NH e-mailed me the web site
http://www.seacoastonline.com/news/03272006/maine/94673.htm which is an article written by a Wilson Ring of the

Associated Press. Wilson Ringisthe six great grandson of Joseph Ring of Salsbury, Mass.
Wilson notes that in 1704, his ancestor Joseph Ring was burned at the stake by Indians in Eliot, Maine.
He further notes that in 1692, his ancestor gave curious testimony against Susannah Martin in the Salem Witch

Trials, Susannah Martin was later hung.
If you areinterested, you can check Joseph Ring's testimony at

http://etext.virginia.edu/salem/witchcraft/texts/transcripts.html

Y ou can also see some depositions by Rev. John Hale, and references to Thomas Hale as well.

Y ou may recall from our Winter 1999 Newsletter, that David Hale, great grandson of Deacon Richard Hale, and
his partner, owners of the “Journal of Commerce” joined with several other papersto start the Associated Press so that
various newspapers would have equal access over the TransAtlantic Cabel in 1852/3.

Salem Witch Trials

Documentary Archive and
Transcription Praoject

The Salem Witchcraft Papers

Verbatim Transcriptions of the Court Records
In three volumes
Edited by Paul Boyer and Stephen Nissenbaum

Da Capo Press: New York, 1977.
92003, Benjamin C. Ray and The Rector and Visitors of the University of Virginda

The Salem Witcheraft Papers, Volhume I
Tahle of Contents
Nehemiah Abboii Jr. to Abigail Fauliower, Sr.

The Salem Witcheraft Papers, Volume IT
Table of Contents

Doroihy Faulimer o William Proctor

The Salem Witcheraft Papers, Volume IIT
Tahle of Contents

Ann Pudeator to Mary Witheridge

In the map below, Eliot, Maineisjust
across theriver, north of Portsmouth. The
southeastern most point in Salisbury is
known as Ring’'sIsland. The arealabeled
Newbury was divided in the mid 1700's to
form West Newbury, Newburyport, and
the eastern portion remained Newbury. In
1643, the next town south of Rowley was
I pswich, and the next town south was Sa-
lem. Portsmouth to Newburyport is about
20 miles, and Newburyport to Salem
about 20 miles. In the Colonial period, 20
miles was about a half-day walk.
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